
of silent prayer. I was able 
to give to talks to the 
priests, on the phrase of St 
John Vianney “The Priest-
hood is the Love of the 
Heart of Jesus”, making the 
connection with the visit 
the previous day, and an-
other on how the Curé can 
be a model for priests to-
day. After a day in silence, 
we ended with a lovely 
fraternal evening, with a 
reception before dinner, 
and some nice cheese and 
wine. The priests were all 
greatly appreciative, and 
were very good at mixing 
with each other. It was a 
very good atmosphere. 
I recount all this to remind 
you that in many ways its 
not easy to be a priest to-
day. However, when we 
get together, and pray to-
gether, it is a great encour-
agement for us. It is also a 
reminder to pray for 
priests, especially those 
who are struggling. 

It’s hard to believe that 
another Church year has 
passed and that we are 
back at the beginning of 
Advent once again. It 
doesn’t seem so long since 
I was planning for the Jubi-
lee Year, and now it is 
almost over. 
As I said at Mass last Sun-
day, I have been on a pil-
grimage with a group of 
priests this week in France. 
A group of twenty-nine of 
us travelled to Ars for a 
short pilgrimage, Monday 
to Friday. Looking back, it 
seemed a lot longer, be-
cause of all we managed to 
pack into it. On the Tues-
day we spent a day in Ars, 
following the footsteps of 
St John Vianney, the Curé 
of Ars. We began with the 
point at which he arrived 
in the village and walked to 
the Basilica with a prayer-
ful recitation of the Lumi-
nous mysteries of the Ro-
sary. After concelebrated 

Mass in the Basilica, we 
had time for visits to the 
Curé’s presbytery, and the 
chapel of his heart, as well 
as spending time in the 
Basilica. In the evening I 
gave a talk on the life and 
ministry of St John Vian-
ney, and we had a Holy 
Hour with confessions for 
priests.  
On Wednesday we went 
to visit Paray-le-Monial, 
and celebrated Mass in the 
chapel where St Margaret 
Mary received the visions 
of the Sacred Heart of Je-
sus. It is in that chapel that 
her body rests now—
incorrupt, just like St John 
Vianney. We also visited 
the Sacred Heart Basilica, 
passing through the Holy 
Door, as well as the 
Church of St Claude, the 
spiritual director of St 
Margaret Mary, and the 
first propagator of the de-
votion to the Sacred Heart.  
On Thursday, we had a day 

A WORD FROM THE PARISH PRIEST 

SAINT OF THE WEEK 
St Saturninus 

d. 257 
Saturninus is referred to as 
the Apostle of the Gauls, as 
he went as a missionary to 
the land of the Gauls, pre-
sent day France, sent by 
Pope Fabian. He made 
Toulouse his episcopal See. 
This was when the Roman 
Empire was still pagan, and 
some pagans took him by 
force and tried to make 

him sacrifice to idols in the 
Temple. He refused and 
spoke of how the pagan 
gods they worshipped 
were demons, and were 
more pleased with having 
possession of their souls 
than any sacrifices. The 
enraged infidels tied the 
bishop to a bull and then 
released it, violently run-
ning downhill and martyr-
ing the saint in the process.  
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Rev Fr Julian C Green 
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fr.julian.green@rcaob.org.uk 
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OLG.parishes@rcaob.org.uk 
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Safeguarding 
The Parish of Our Lady of Grace 
operates in accordance with 
Statutory Safeguarding Guidance 
and the National and Archdioce-
san policies & procedures at all 
times. Our Parish Safeguarding 
Representatives are: 
Bidduph: Julie Shufflebotham  
(sg.englishmartyrs.biddulph@rc
aob.org.uk)   
Goldenhill: Jo Kirkham 
(sg.stjoseph.goldenhill@rcaob.o
rg.uk)  
Packmoor: Lorraine Connell 
(sg.stpatricks.packmoor@rcaob.
org.uk) 
Alternatively the Diocesan Safe-
guarding team can be contacted 
on 0121 230 6240  
or safeguarding@rcaob.org.uk if 
you have any concerns.  

Parish Website 
www.ourladyofgraceparish.org 
The Parish is part of the Archdiocese of 
Birmingham: Registered Charity no. 

234216 

CHURCHES 

Biddulph English Martyrs’ 
Church, Church Road, Biddulph, 
ST8 6NE  

Goldenhill St Joseph’s Church, 
High Street, Stoke-on-Trent, ST6 
5RD 

Packmoor St Patrick’s Church, 
Mellor Street, Packmoor, Stoke-
on-Trent, ST7 4SN 
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Sacrament of Forgiveness (Confessions) 
At each church Saturday/Sunday Confessions are available at 
each church 20 minutes before Mass. 
St Joseph’s Friday 5pm (when there is a 6pm Mass); after Saturday 
morning Mass  

Saturday 29th   5.30pm Holy Mass of Sunday Special Int (LM) 

Sunday 30th 
First Sunday of Advent 

9.00am 
 

 
11.00am 

 
 

Holy Mass 
Holy Mass  

November List 
John & Mary Leese 

Monday 1st 
St Edmund Campion 

 5.45pm 
6.00pm 

 Vespers 
Holy Mass 

 
Stan Grandfield 

Tuesday 2nd 
Feria of Advent 

8.55am 
9.15am 

  
 
2.15pm 

Lauds 
Holy Mass 
Holy Rosary 

 
Josephine Riley 

Wednesday 3rd  
St Francis Xavier 

 
 

5.45pm 
6.00pm 

 Vespers 
Holy Mass  

 
Sharon Acton 

Thursday 4th 
Feria of Advent 

 9.30am 
12.30pm 

 
 

Holy Mass (St Joseph’s) 
Holy Mass (St Margaret Ward) 

Bernard Cunningham 
People of the Parish 

Friday 5th 
St Birinus First Friday 

 10.45am 
5.00pm 
6.00pm 

 Requiem Mass 
Adoration & Vespers 
Holy Mass  

Robert Bennison RIP 
 
Bernadette McGough 

Saturday 6th 
St Nicholas 

 8.15am  
5.30pm 

Holy Mass (in Latin) 
Holy Mass of Sunday 

Special Int (LM) 
Moran & Norton families 

Sunday 7th 
Second Sunday of      
Advent 

9.00am 
 
2.30pm 

 
11.00am 
 

 
 

Holy Mass  
Holy Mass 
PLW ‘Sending Forth’ Mass  

Bill Adams 
Jason Ferris 
People of the Parish 

Monday 8th 
IMMACULATE CON-
CEPTION OF MARY 

9.00am 
9.15am 

 
 
5.45pm 
6.00pm 

 Lauds 
Holy Mass 
Vespers 
Holy Mass 

 
Mary Jervis 
 
Michael & Maureen Meaney 

Tuesday 9th 
Feria of Advent 

8.55am 
9.15am 

  
 
2.15pm 

Lauds 
Holy Mass 
Holy Rosary 

 
Sharon Acton 

Wednesday 10th 
Feria of Advent 

 
 
7.00pm 

9.15am 
9.30am 
 

 Vespers 
Holy Mass  
Holy Rosary 

 
David & Paul McGough 

Thursday 11th 
Feria of Advent 

 
12noon 

9.30am  Holy Mass (St John’s school) 
Holy Mass 

Fr Tony Rohan 
John, Julia & Bernard Biggane 

Friday 12th 
Our Lady of Guadalupe 

 8.15am 
5.00pm 
6.00pm 

 Holy Mass (St Margaret Ward) 
Adoration & Vespers 
Holy Mass 

Int Benjamin & family 
 
Int Bernadette Hartley 

Saturday 13th 
St Lucy 

 8.15am  
5.30pm 

Holy Mass (in Latin) 
Holy Mass of Sunday 

People of the Parish 
John Martin 

Sunday 14th 
Third Sunday of Advent 
Gaudete Sunday 

9.00am 
 

 
 
11.00am 

 
 

Holy Mass 
 
Holy Mass  
 

Barbara & George Connell, Karol 
Grolik 
Denis Culhane 
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CHRISTMAS  
SCHEDULE  

Come and celebrate Christmas 
with us at church during Advent 
& Christmas: 
Wednesday 17th December 
5.00pm Penitential Holy Hour 
followed by Mass at St Joseph’s 
Burslem  
Thursday 18th December 
6.00pm Parish Carol Service at 
St Joseph’s 
Saturday 20th December 
7.30am Rorate Mass at St Jo-
seph’s  
Saturday 20th & Sunday 21st 
Normal Sunday Mass times for 
the Fourth Sunday of Advent 
Sunday 21st December 
3.00pm “Walk with Mary, 
Young Lady of Grace” an hour 
of prayer to prepare for Christ-
mas at English Martyrs’ 
Christmas Eve 
4.30pm Vigil Mass at St Joseph’s 
6.30pm Vigil Mass at English 
Martyrs’ 
Christmas Day 
12midnight Midnight Mass (in 
Latin) at St Joseph’s 
9am Dawn Mass at St Patrick’s 
11am Day Mass at St Joseph’s 
St Stephen’s Day (26th Dec) 

11.30am Servers’ Mass at St 
Joseph’s 

Christmas Fayre The Fayre is next 
Saturday from 11am to 1pm. It takes 
place at St Joseph’s Academy school 
hall, Mobberley Road, Goldenhill. 
We need you to bring cakes and 
baked goods on the day, early on, so 
that they are fresh and ready to be 
prepared for sale. If you cannot come 
on the day, but have some baked 
goods to sell, you can bring them to 
Friday evening Mass at St Joseph’s 
and leave them there. 

Biddulph Foodbank We are col-
lecting together Christmas goodies to 
put together parcels of Christmas 
extras for those who come to the 
Foodbank. We need mince pies, pud-
dings, tinned/packet custards, bis-
cuits, cakes, and Christmas themed 
chocolate. Please bring such items in 
good time—preferably next week—
to any of our churches, and they will 
be passed on to the Foodbank. 
Thanks for your support through the 
year. 

Christmas Cribs & Decorations 
The cribs will be erected after Mass 
on the Third Sunday of Advent 
(13th/14th December), and decora-
tions in Church can be put in place 
after Sunday 21st December. All help 
will be gratefully received. 

Confirmation There will be a 
meeting for the parents of children 
who are to be confirmed in Lent 
2026 on Wednesday evening, 3rd 
December, after the 6pm Mass. All 
parents of children in Year 6 at St 
Joseph’s and St John’s schools, and 
Years 5/6 at Our Lady of Grace 
school, together with the parents of 
all children and young people who 
are Y6 and above, either not in Cath-
olic school or who have missed out 
on Confirmation, should come to this 
meeting. 

Our Lady of Grace Ladies Our 
Parish Ladies Group are meeting at 
on Monday 1st December at 7pm at 
St Joseph’s Goldenhill. This month 
the ladies are doing last minute prep-
arations for the Fayre. All ladies wel-
come. 

Men’s Prayer Circle The next 
meeting of our Men’s prayer circle is 

Hospitality 
St Joseph’s Welcom-
ing Space meets on 
Tuesdays from 10am 
to 12noon at St Jo-
seph’s Academy (in 

the after school club building).  

The Young at Heart Club, for senior 
citizens, is at Kidsgrove Town Hall on 
the last Tuesday of the month.  Tues-
day 25th November from 1.30 to 
3.30pm. All welcome. Entrance £3. 

English Martyrs’ Welcoming Space is 
on again on Wednesdays during the 
autumn and winter. It takes place 
from 11am to 2pm in the meeting 
room at church. Light refreshments 
and lunches available. Make it a date! 

If you do 
not have a 
s t a n d i n g 
order in 
place, it is 
by far the 
best way of 
being able 

to give to the parish, as it attracts the 
lowest bank charges for the parish. 
You can set it up by contacting your 
bank or in online banking. The details 
of the parish bank account are as fol-
lows: Account Name: Our Lady of 
Grace Parish Account Sort Code: 
010138 Account Number: 75282135 

on Saturday 13th December, 9am to 
10.30am at the presbytery.  

Monthly Care Home Service The 
next monthly service at Lawton Rise 
will be on Wednesday 17th Decem-
ber at 11am. Once again we invite 
parishioners to come and take part. 
Please arrive in good time. 

Hour of Prayer An hour of led 
prayer, called “Walk with Mary, 
Young Woman of Grace” will be led 
by our PLW prayer guides on Sunday 
21st December at 3pm at English 

Martyrs’ church. It promises to be a 
lovely hour of prayer preparing for 
Christmas. All are welcome to come. 

PLW Prayer Circle Our prayer 
circle will not meet during Decem-
ber. The next meeting will be on 
Tuesday 13th January at 7pm at St 
Joseph’s. 

Walsingham Association The 
Mass for deceased members and 
AGM which was postponed because 
of Fr Simon Hall’s funeral, will now 
take place at 6.30pm on Wednesday 
10th December at Our Lady & St 
Werburgh’s Clayton. All members 
and prospective members are wel-
come to come. 



Sanctuary Lamp Dedications 
Week beginning 30th November 
St Joseph’s: Michael & Maureen 
Meaney 
St Patrick’s: Dec of Green & Hewitt 
families 
Week beginning 7th December 
St Joseph’s: John Martin 
English Martyrs: Mary Jervis 
You can dedicate a sanctuary lamp for a 
week for a minimum donation of £7. 
Please place in a plain (not Mass) enve-
lope with the intention and church 

PARISH REGISTERS 
Baptisms 
Welcome to the family of the Church 
to Alexandria McLaughlin Hughes 
who is to be baptized today at  St 
Joseph’s church. 
Reception into the Church 
Welcome to full communion with 
the Catholic Church to Jamie Moir 
who is to be received and confirmed 
at St Joseph’s church on Monday 1st 
December. 
Deaths 
Of your charity please pray for the 
soul of Robert Bennison. Requiem 
Mass will take place on Friday 5th 
December at 10.45pm followed by 
committal at Bradwell crematorium. 
And also for the soul of Kerrie Ryles. 
Requiem Mass will take place on 
Monday 15th December at 10am at 
St Patrick’s, followed by burial at St 
James’s churchyard, Newchapel. 

Requiescant in Pace 
 

Hospital If you or someone you 
know needs a priest in hospital, you 
need to contact the chaplaincy your-
self. For Royal Stoke call 01782 
676400. It is important to specify 
you want the Catholic chaplain (Fr 
Matthew). If you need a Chaplain at 
the Haywood, please contact Fr 
George at Tunstall. For other hospi-
tals, care homes or hospices, please 
ask the staff. If you have any difficul-
ties, contact the Parish Office. 

Parish Office & Parish Priest’s 
Open House  

The Parish Office is open at the nor-
mal times of opening (see front page) 
with the exception of Bank Holidays. 
It is recommended to phone before 
coming in person. 
Open House is when Fr Julian is 
available to be seen for consultations 
about baptisms, weddings, or for any 
other pastoral reason. It takes place 
on Saturday mornings from 11am to 
12noon. There will be no Open 
House on 6th or 13th December. 
The last Open House of the year will 
be on Saturday 20th December. 

 

Mass Intentions & Offerings 

We are blessed in our parish to have 
a lot of requests for Mass intentions. 
Please realise that Masses, especially 
for Sundays, get booked up well in 
advance. We still get requests the 
week before the date requested, even 
when the Masses for that date have 
been published on the bulletin! If you 
want a specific date, please request 
the Mass three months in advance. 
Please expect that any general re-
quests for Sunday Masses will join a 
queue and can sometimes take a 
number of weeks before they are 
allocated. Mass bookings are on a 
first come, first served basis. 


