THE PARISH OF OUR LADY OF GRACE
KIDSGROVE, BIDDULPH & GOLDENHILL

PARISH BULLETIN

SECOND SUNDAY OF LENT

A WORD FROM THE PARISH PRIEST

The Gospel for this
second Sunday of
Lent is always the
Gospel of the Trans-
figuration. It is to
remind of us of two
things. Firstly, that,
although  we are =
called to focus on
the Passion and
Death of the Lord as ||
we journey through
Lent, we
that  this journey
ends with the Risen [ 4
Christ.
this season of Lent,
and the
that we are called to en-

believe |

Secondly,
practices §

gage in, of prayer, fasting
and almsgiving, exists so
that our real self—children
of God transformed by
grace—might shine out in
our lives.

This particular Lent sees a
great deal of activity in our
parish. Last week, some of
the children from our three
schools came for their first

Confession in Church, in a
joyful celebration of the
Sacrament of Reconcilia-
tion. This coming week,
we will welcome Bishop
Timothy Menzies to cele-
brate the

Confirmation at English

Sacrament of

Martyrs’, and later in the
month he will come for the
Feast of St Joseph to cele-
brate Confirmation once

SAINT OF THE WEEK

St Cynibild

c. 622-664
We should all be acquaint-
ed with the name of St
Chad, the founder of the
Church in our area, the
ancient Kingdom of Mer-
cia, and our Diocesan pa-
tron. He had three broth-
ers, all of whom were
monks and worked in the
Anglo-Saxon Church in the
seventh century. Cynibild

again. Please pray
for the children who
are receiving the
Sacraments.

On Monday this
1\ week we are hosting
| the Deanery Mass
for Vocations. It is
so desperately nec-
essary that we pray
for more vocations
to the

and the
3 life. So I appeal to

priesthood
religious

all of you to come to
this Mass if you are
able. The children
from our schools
will be attending too, so it
should be a great night of
prayer. In order to support
the children, but also to
lend support to the re-
sponses and singing, please
come also to the Confirma-
tion Mass on Wednesday
evening. And for a little
relaxation, why not come
to the parish quiz night on
Thursday?

was the third of the four,
and was a monk at Lindis-
farne, before going to learn
the great monastic tradi-
tion in Ireland. On his re-
turn he founded a monas-
tery in Lastingham in
North Yorkshire and was
fervent in his mission in
Northumbria, as well as
dedicated in his spiritual
life. He died in a plague in
664.

SUNDAY 1ST MARCH 2026

CHURCHES

Biddulph English Martyrs’
Church, Church Road, Biddulph,
ST8 6NE

Goldenbhill St Joseph’s Church,
High Street, Stoke-on-Trent, ST6
5RD

Packmoor St Patrick’s Church,
Mellor Street, Packmoor, Stoke-
on-Trent, ST7 4SN

PARISH PRIEST

Rev Fr Julian C Green

St Joseph’s Presbytery
715 High Street
Stoke-on-Trent ST6 5RD
Tel: (01782) 782121

fr.julian.green(@rcaob.org.uk

Parish Secretary

Teresa Harding

Tel: (01782) 782121
OLG.parishes@rcaob.org.uk
Office Hours: Mon, Tues, Fri
9am to 3.30pm. Weds, Thurs
9am to 1pm.

Safeguarding

The Parish of Our Lady of Grace

operates in

accordance with
Statutory Safeguarding Guidance
and the National and Archdioce-
san policies & procedures at all
times. Our Parish Safeguarding
Representatives are:

Bidduph: Julie Shufflebotham

(sg.englishmartyrs.biddulph(@rc

aob.org.uk)
Goldenhill: Jo Kirkham

(sg.stjoseph.goldenhill@rcaob.o

rg.uk)
Packmoor:

Lorraine Connell
(sg.stpatricks.packmoor(@rcaob.

org.uk)
Alternatively the Diocesan Safe-

guarding team can be contacted
on 0121 230 6240

or safeguardingﬁ@‘rcaob.org.uk if

you have any concerns.

Parish Website

www.ourladyofgraceparish.org
The Parish is part of the Archdio-
cese of Birmingham: Registered

Charity no. 234216
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Sunday Readings Year A - (op) = Sacrament of Forgiveness (Confessions)
Weekdav Readines Year II a‘ =3 g At each church Saturday/Sunday Confessions are available at
y £ o g" g cach church 20 minutes before Mass.
= ';’. o) During Lent: St Joseph’s Friday 5pm to 5.30pm.
'-:cr = ,2. English Martyrs’ Thursday after Stations of the Cross
Saturday 28th 5.30pm | Holy Mass of Sunday Sarah Holmes & family
Sunday 1st 9.00am Holy Mass Special Intention
Second Sunday of Lent 11.00am Holy Mass Geoff Lovatt
3.30pm | Healing Service
Monday 2nd 6.30pm Deanery Vocations Mass | Special Int (CM)
St Chad
Tuesday 3rd 8. 55am Lauds
Feria of Lent 9.15am Holy Mass Holy Souls
2.15pm | Stations of the Cross
Wednesday 4th 9. 15am Lauds
Feria of Lent 9.30am Holy Mass Betty Smithson
6.30pm Confirmation Mass
Thursday 5th 9.30am Holy Mass (St John’s school) | Dec of Hedgecox family
Feria of Lent 11.15am Eucharistic Adoration
12noon Holy Mass Special Intention
6.30pm Stations of the Cross
Friday 6th 5.00pm Adoration & Vespers
Feria of Lent First Friday 6.00pm Holy Mass Int Barbara Grandfield (S&]G)
Day of Abstinence 6.30pm Stations of the Cross
Saturday 7th 5.30pm | Holy Mass of Sunday Welsh family
Feria of Lent
Sunday 8th 9.00am Holy Mass Karol Grolik, Barbara & George
Third Sunday of Lent Connell
11.00am Holy Mass Veronica Williams
Monday 9th
Feria of Lent
Tuesday 10th 8.55am Lauds
Feria of Lent 9.15am Holy Mass Helen Duffy
2.15pm | Stations of the Cross
Wednesday 11th 5.00pm Adoration & Vespers
Feria of Lent 6.00pm Holy Mass Katie Burchill
7.00pm Holy Rosary
Thursday 12th 9.30am Liturgy of the Word in school
Feria of Lent 11.15am Eucharistic Adoration
12noon Holy Mass Special Intention
6.30pm Stations of the Cross
Friday 13th 8.15am Holy Mass (St Margaret Ward) | Mr M E Connolly
Feria of Lent 5.00pm Adoration & Vespers
Day of Abstinence 6.00pm Holy Mass Bailey & Plant families
6.30pm Stations of the Cross
Saturday 14th 8.15am Holy Mass (in Latin) People of the Parish
Feria of Lent 5.30pm | Holy Mass of Sunday Peter & Joan Jackson
Sunday 15th 9.00am Holy Mass Jean Green
Fourth Sunday of Lent 11.00am Holy Mass Winifred & Paddy Maughan

Laetare Sunday
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Lenten Alms Next Sunday we begin
our weekly collections for Lenten
alms second collections. The causes
for each week’s alms are as follows:
1st Mar CAFOD

8th Mar St Chad’s Cathedral

15th Mar Number 11

22nd Mar The Missions

31st Mar Holy Places

Thank you to everyone who con-
tributed to the Lourdes fund for St
Margaret Ward. We raised £518 for
them.

Stations of the Cross Once Lent
begins, we will be preparing for East-
er by the praying of the Stations of
the Cross each week in each church:
Tuesdays at 2.15pm at St Patrick’s
(in place of the Rosary); Thursdays at
6.30pm at English Martyrs’; Fridays
6.30pm at St Joseph’s.

Eucharistic Adoration This year
we are focussing on prayer before the
Blessed Sacrament. Could you spare
some time to come and pray before
Our Lord’s Eucharistic Presence? It is
transforming for anyone’s spiritual
life as well as the life of a parish.
Look for the times of Adoration on
the bulletin each week.

Penitential Evening We will be
having our ‘Parish Cluster’ Peniten-
tial Evening on Thursday 26th March
at St Joseph’s. There will be Mass at
6pm followed by Adoration and Con-
fessions beginning at 6.30pm and
Cnding with Benediction. There will
be a choice of priests for confession.

Healing Service Our Lenten Heal-
ing service is this afternoon! Sunday
Ist March at 3.30pm at St Patrick’s
Packmoor. Anyone who has a diag-
nosed illness or is burdened by older
age can be anointed at this service.

Mass of the Nations On Sunday
17th May, in the Pentecost Novena,
the 11am Mass is an event that we are
calling Mass of the Nations. It is our
parish celebration of being a diverse
community from many nations and
cultures. It can involve national
dress, languages, and a celebration
afterwards with food and entertain-
ment. It needs some preparation! So
please come to a meeting after Sun-

day morning Mass at St Joseph’s on
Sunday 1st March.

Vocations Mass Our Deanery Mass
for Vocations is being hosted by our
parish this year, at St Joseph’s on the
feast of our Diocesan Patron, St
Chad, 2nd March at 6.30pm. The
children from our schools are animat-
ing the Mass, and children from
across the Deanery will be participat-
ing. We need to fill the Church for
this Mass, so please come along

Parish Quiz Night On Thursday
5th March at 7.30pm we will be hav-
ing a Parish Quiz night at Knypersley
Sports Club. Teams are limited to 4
adults. Tickets are £5, including a
buffet. Children under 16 £2. Bar
available. Tickets available after Mass
next Sunday.

Our Lady of Grace Ladies Our
Parish Ladies Group are meeting at
on Monday 9th March at 7pm at St St
Joseph’s Goldenhill.

Men’s Prayer Circle The next
meeting of our Men’s prayer circle is
on Saturday 14th March, 9am to
10.30am at the presbytery.

Monthly Care Home Service The
next monthly service will be after the
New Year and will be on Wednesday
18th March at 11am. All welcome.

Foodbank Easter Eggs We like to
give Easter eggs out to our families
who come to the Foodbank before
Easter. Please bring them as soon as

possible. Thank you!

Filipino Mass Next Mass for the
North Staffs Filipino community is at
Holy Trinity, Newcastle on Sunday
Ist March at 2.30pm.

Parking at St Joseph’s Please do
not park on the Vets for Pets car park
at St Joseph’s during the vets’ open-
ing hours. The vets is open in the
evenings, and the use of their private
parking spaces caused them difficulty
on Ash Wednesday.

Born for This Itis 30 years since
Born for This was first written and
performed by CJM music. The pro-
duction depicting the passon of
Christ, is being staged at Birming-
ham’s Symphony Hall on Wednesday

HOSPITALITY
é\ St Joseph’s Welcom-

ing Space meets on

%é@g ,/; Tuesdays from 10am

Q& to 12noon at St Jo-

seph’s Academy (in

the after school club building). Light

refreshments are served and new
people are always welcome.

English Martyrs” Welcoming Space is
open on Wednesdays. It takes place
from 1lam to 2pm in the meeting
room at church. Open for refresh-
ments and lunch. The Welcoming
Space runs to the end of March.

The Young at Heart Club, for senior
citizens, is at Kidsgrove Town Hall on
the last Tuesday of the month. The
next meeting will be on Tuesday 31st
March from 1.30pm to 3.30pm. All
welcome. Entry £3.

25th March at 7pm. Tickets are avail-
able (£28.50/£15)

bmusic.co.uk/events/born-for-this

online at

‘Commissioned’ Conference This
conference is a pro-life conference
for men and is being put on by March
for Life UK. It takes place on Satur-
day 18th April from 10am to 5pm at
Birmingham Christian College in
Selly Oak. Ticket price is £25. Please
bring a packed lunch. For more infor-
mation please contact the organisers

on info(@marchforlife.co.uk or go to

www.marchforlife.co.uk

If you do

not have a
standing
order in
place, it is

by far the

best way of

being  able
to give to the parish, as it attracts the
lowest bank charges for the parish.
You can set it up by contacting your
bank or in online banking. The details
of the parish bank account are as fol-
lows: Account Name: Our Lady of
Grace Parish Account Sort Code:
010138 Account Number: 75282135




POPE LEO XIV’S LENT MESSAGE

Here are some extracts from the Holy Father’s Message for
Lent 2026:

Lent is a time in which the Church, guided by a sense of maternal
care, invites us to place the mystery of God back in the centre of
our lives, in order to find renewal in our faith and keep our
hearts from being consumed by the anxieties and distractions of
daily life. Every path towards conversion begins by allowing the
word of God to touch our hearts and welcoming it with a docile
spirit. There is a relationship between the word, our acceptance
of it and the transformation it brings about. For this reason, the
Lenten journey is a welcome opportunity to heed the voice of the
Lord and renew our commitment to following Christ, accompa-
nying him on the road to Jerusalem, where the mystery of his
passion, death and resurrection will be fulfilled.

Listening

This year, I would first like to consider the importance of making
room for the word through /Zistening. The willingness to listen is
the first way we demonstrate our desire to enter into relationship
with someone. Our God is one who seeks to involve us. Even
today he shares with us what is in his heart. Because of this, lis-
tening to the word in the liturgy teaches us to listen to the truth
of reality. In the midst of the many voices present in our personal
lives and in society, Sacred Scripture helps us to recognize and
respond to the cry of those who are anguished and suffering. In
order to foster this inner openness to listening, we must allow
God to teach us how to listen as Ae does.

Fasting

If Lent is a time for listening, fasting is a concrete way to prepare
ourselves to receive the word of God. Abstaining from food is an
ancient ascetic practice that is essential on the path of conversion.

Precisely because it involves the body, fasting makes it easier to

recognise what we “hunger” for and what we deem necessary for
our sustenance. Moreover, it helps us to identify and order our
“appetites,” keeping our hunger and thirst for justice alive and
freeing us from complacency. Thus, it teaches us to pray and act
responsibly towards our neighbour. in order to practice fasting in
accordance with its evangelical character and avoid the tempta-
tion that leads to pride, it must be lived in faith and humility.
Fasting must also include other forms of self-denial aimed at help-
ing us to acquire a more sober lifestyle, since “austerity alone
makes the Christian life strong and authentic.”

I would like to invite you to a very practical and frequently unap-
preciated form of abstinence: that of refraining from words that
offend and hurt our neighbour. Let us begin by disarming our
language, avoiding harsh words and rash judgement, refraining
from slander and speaking ill of those who are not present and
cannot defend themselves. Instead, let us strive to measure our
words and cultivate kindness and respect in our families, among
our friends, at work, on social media, in political debates, in the
media and in Christian communities. In this way, words of hatred
will give way to words of hope and peace.

Together

Finally, Lent emphasizes the communal aspect of listening to the
word and fasting. let us ask for the grace of a Lent that leads us to
greater attentiveness to God and to the least among us. Let us ask
for the strength that comes from the type of fasting that also ex-
tends to our use of language, so that hurtful words may diminish
and give way to a greater space for the voice of others. Let us
strive to make our communities places where the cry of those
who suffer finds welcome, and listening opens paths towards
liberation, making us ready and eager to contribute to building a

civilization of love.

I impart my heartfelt blessing upon all of you and your Lenten

journey.

LEO PP. XIV

PARISH REGISTERS

Reception into Church

Welcome to the fulness of the Catholic
Church to No¢ and Timoti Offeyi, re-
ceived into the Church on 22nd February
at St Joseph’s Church.

Deaths
Of your charity, please pray for the
soul of John Boyle. Funeral service at

Bradwell Crematorium on Wednes-

day 4th March at 3.20pm.

Regquiescat in Pace

Sanctuary Lamp Dedications
Week beginning 1st March
St Joseph’s: Betty Smithson
St Patrick’s: John Martin
English Martyrs’:
Week beginning 8th March
St Joseph’s:
St Patrick’s:
English Martyrs’: Mary Jervis
You can dedicate a sanctuary lamp
for a week for a minimum donation

of £7.

Hospital ministry If you or some-
one you know needs a priest in hospi-
tal, you need to contact the chaplain-
cy yourself. For Royal Stoke call
01782 676400. It is important to
specify you want the Catholic chap-
lain (Fr Matthew). If you need a
Chaplain at the Haywood, please
contact Fr George at Tunstall. For
other hospitals, care homes or hos-
pices, please ask the staff. Any diffi-
culties, contact the Parish Office.

Parish Office & Parish Priest’s
Open House

The Parish Office is open at the nor-
mal times of opening (see front
page). It is recommended to phone
before coming in person.

Open House is when Fr Julian is
available to be seen for consultations
about baptisms, weddings, or for any
other pastoral reason. It takes place
on Saturday mornings from 11am to
12noon. There will be no Open
House on 7th March. The next is on
14th March.

Mass Intentions & Offerings

We get a lot of requests for Masses to
be celebrated for people’s intentions
in our parish. Please realise that
Masses, especially for Sundays, get
booked up well in advance. If you
want a specific date, please request
the Mass three months in advance.
Please expect that any general re-
quests for Sunday Masses will join a
queue and can sometimes take a
number of weeks before they are
allocated. Mass bookings are strictly
on a first come, first served basis.

Currently, the availability of Sunday
Masses for intentions is as follows:

St Joseph’s: None until 31st May
English Martyrs’: None until 29th
March

St Patrick’s: None until 2nd May
Please consider asking for a Mass on a

weekday which are more freely avail-

able.



